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COMMUNITY

Teenager sports
skivvies in front
of strangers

DEAR ABBY: Idon’t
know what to do about
my 18-year-old niece.
She walks around the
house in her underwear.
She’s been doing it for
the last two or three
years. It wouldn’t mat-
ter, I suppose, if it were
just in front of immedi-
ate family living there,
but she also does it in
front of workmen, the
cleaning women, an-
swering the door, going
out to get the mail, etc.
I'm really disgusted. I
spoke to my brother (her
father) briefly about it.
His response was, “She
lives here.” Is there
anything I can do or say
to get her to keep herself
a little better covered?

-- MODEST IN MASSA-
CHUSETTS

DEAR MODEST: Yes,

Dear Aby

Abigail Van Buren

there is. If her fam-

ily doesn’t object to her
walking around the
house in her underwear,
that’s their prerogative.
But “someone” should
remind your niece that
doing it in front of work-
men, household staff
and the mail carrier is
disrespectful to them.
How their neighbors
feel about it is anyone’s
guess, but if she’s built
like Jennifer Lopez or
one of the Kardashians,
they may be enjoying the
view.

HINTS FROM HELOISE

Dear Heloise: Like so many of us, I too have down-
sized and/or realized our daughter doesn’t want all of
our “stuff.” So, before I get rid of things that have sen-
timental value to me (in yard sales and things of that
nature), I take a picture and put it in my “smile folder”
on my computer. I realized that it wasn’t touching the
items that brought me joy, it was seeing them and the
memories they evoked. So I can look at the pictures
and still have the memories. — Rebecca M., Westfall,
Pennsylvania

GIFTS FOR THOSE DOWNSIZING

Dear Heloise: For Betty, and the rest of us seniors,
who are downsizing and have clutter:

Family and friends want to give gifts, and they feel
weird about coming emptyhanded on birthdays and
holidays. We solved this problem in our family by only
giving out consumables like gift baskets of food or a a
special treasured sweet. You could even give tickets to
amovie or another favored event. — Marj Casswell,
via email

TUB SAFETY HINT

Dear Heloise: I have a safety hint for seniors taking
a shower in a tub. Step into the tub — before turning
the water on. It makes it easier to secure your footing
that way. I enjoy reading your column in the Win-
chester Star, in Winchester, Virginia. — Penny, via
email

PHONE SCAMS

Dear Heloise: As a daily reader of your column (in
the Press-Enterprise in Riverside, California), I feel
compelled to pass on this information.

Ireceived two separate calls asking for donations
— to help support our police officers and another to
support those who have breast cancer. I listened very
carefully this time (since I receive such calls often),
and I heard the person say very quickly, “... and the
politicians who support our cause.” Since, I do not
send money to politicians, I was wondering whether
the donation was actually going to help the cause or if
it was really going to the politicians, who they do not
name.

So, I reply that I cannot help them at this time and
ask to have my name removed from their call list.
They said they would. We seniors need to be careful
with where our money is going. Thanks for your ideas
and sharing other ideas and hints from your readers.
— Kathy Varga, Riverside, California

THROWBACK THURSDAY

Marion Crawley Radioman (Part 3)

BY JOHN HALLEY
Messenger Photo Editor

This will be the final episode
of Marion Crawley’s adven-
tures during WWII, based on
his book, “CBI Radioman, A
Memoir”.

The longtime Athens resident
is known locally for his involve-
ment in the Boy Scouts and the
local amateur radio club. He
was also a linotype operator at
the Athens Messenger when the
Messenger was located on West
Union Street.

But before those Athens days,
Marion spent several years in
the US Army Air Force as a ra-
dio operator. He was on count-
less bombing missions in the
China/ Burma/ India Theater.
In previous installments of
these military days, we found
out about his involvement with
a ‘top secret’ bombing invention
using a radio-controlled bomb.
The operator could steer the
bomb to its target. It was known
as the Azon Bomb.

At one point the whole mis-
sion using this new technology
was scrapped. Then it was rein-
stated and the Azon crew went
on to one successful mission
after another. One of their big-
gest and most important mis-
sions was to destroy the Bridge
on the River Kwai in Burma.
This is the same bridge that
was featured in the 1957 award
winning Hollywood movie of
the same name. British and
American prisoners of war and
Burmese civilian prisoners
were forced to build this huge
bridge for the Japanese invad-
ers as part of their attempted
conquest of Burma and China.

The conditions for this con-
struction project were horrific.
Prisoners died of diseases, heat
stroke, and just plain cruelty by
the Japanese. It was estimated
that as many as 16,000 POWs
died during the construction of
this bridge. It was known as the
‘Death Railway’ and the pride
of the Japanese. There had been
a number of attempts to blow
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up the bridge by British and
American bombers. All missed
their target.

At some point, there was a
‘top secret’ plan to use the high
tech Azon bomb and the Azon
bomb crew. Marion was a part
of this mission. The planes had
to fly at a very low altitude on
their way to the bridge in order
to avoid Japanese radar. Ap-
proaching the bridge, at only
300 feet, they were easy targets
for ground artillery. The plane’s
gunners took their position.
Marion was in charge of open-
ing the bomb doors. All at once,
Japanese guns were fired from
below, followed by American
return fire from above. Then
bombs were dropped from
several planes. Then the smoke
cleared, the crews could see
that the mission was successful.

The Bridge on the River Kwai
was no more. Research shows
that the Royal Canadian Air
Force was also involved in this
raid. On the way back to base,
Marion’s plane got into trouble.
A bullet from the enemy had
taken out the plane’s lights and
its IFF (Friend or Foe radio
system). If a plane were to
come toward the base without
identification (using the IFF
radio signals), the plane might
be thought as an enemy plane.
Marion was in charge of this

big problem. Marion’s plane,
without the IFF signal, was
‘challenged’ by the ground sta-
tion at home base.

That means that Marion had
to return a coded message to
the ground station within 30
seconds. He mustered up all his
courage and recalled his earlier
training and got his coded mes-
sage out just in time. Marion
noted: “This was the quickest
code I had ever done in my life.”
It was later found out that a
Black Widow aircraft was sent
out to intercept an unidentified
plane. That unidentified plane
was Marion’s plane. There
were many more successful
missions after that. The war
in Europe had ended. Marion
and the Azon crew had finished
their mission and headed for
the States. Marion was at his
home on leave in Florida when
he heard about the bombing at
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

The war with Japan was over.
Marion received several med-
als for his service and left the
USAAF, October 1945. At this
point, Marion started his civil-
ian life. He got a job, got mar-
ried, and started a family. At
another point in time, he wrote
his WWII memaoirs.

The memoirs are now in book
form (Thanks to his daughter
Daisy) and are available at the
Little Professor Book Store in
Athens. The book has 333 pages
of incredibly detailed descrip-
tions of life during a horrific
war eighty years ago. This farm
boy saw incredible sights in
exotic cities in days that have
passed and will never be seen
again. He saw life and death
and lived to tell about it. And
fortunately for us, he lived to
write about it.

I want to give a special
thanks to Marion’s daughter,
Daisy Franz, for putting this
book together. If anyone has
any memories or comments
about Marion Crawley, please
drop me a note. I will add it to
my notes. John Halley. jhal-
ley@athensmessenger.com

BRIEFS

Nelsonville American Legion serving

breakfast Saturday

auction. Admission to this benefit is free.
For more information on the Benefit for Chris-

tina Barker contact Amanda Mayle at 740-336-5272.

NELSONVILLE — A breakfast of pancakes,

sausage links and scrambled eggs will be served
this Saturday, Feb. 4, from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. at the
Nelsonville American Legion Post 229. Eat in,
carry out or for in town delivery, call 740-753-9084.

Benefit for cancer patient happening Saturday

A benefit for Nelsonville resident, Christina
Barker, who is in the final stages of cancer, will
be held Saturday at the Cutler Community Center,
located at 4550 Two Mile Road, Cutler, Ohio, start-

ingat1p.m.

Some of the activities at this benefit will include
gospel singing, a pot luck dinner, bake sale and an
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Save Time Save Money

We Make It Easy To
Transform Your Kitchen!

In as little as 3-5 days!

Our refacing process delivers a new look
and upgraded functionality to your kitchen
in a fraction of the cost and time!

1-844-749-1651

itchenSaver

Customized

SPECIAL OFFER

NO INTEREST UNTIL 2025!

*Offer expires: 1/15/2023. Offer valid with purchase of custom cabinet renewal from Kitchen Saver. Must be presented and used at time of
estimate only. May not be combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases. Minimum purchase required. Terms of promotional
financing are 24 months of no interest from the date of installation and minimum deposit. See representative for details. Qualified buyers only. Valid
only at select locations. See location for details. Cabinet style and feature availability varies by location and may be different than pictured. PAHIC
#PA063180, DE Contractor #2013605887, Ohio Registration #2219521, NJ HIC #13VH08343300.

Less Mess

4

MONTHS
0% INTEREST

The Wyomin,
should independently investigate the lawyer’s credentials and ability, and not rely upon advertisements or
self-proclaimed expertise. Free background information available upon request. ©2021 Sokolove Law, LLC

ATTENTION
FIREFIGHTERS

Were you exposed
to firefighting foam?
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Firefighting foam, commonly used to fight jet fuel fires, has been widely used
by the military and fire departments since the mid 1950s. However firefighting
foam contains chemicals known as PFAS, which have been linked to illnesses
like cancer.

Sokolove Law is currently investigating cases nationwide involving pancreatic,
kidney, testicular, thyroid, bladder, breast, liver, colon/colorectal and prostate
cancer, as well as leukemia and lymphoma after occupational exposure to
firefighting foam.

If you or a loved one were diagnosed with cancer after exposure to firefighting
foam, you may be entitled to receive compensation.

Call 844-939-4976 now for a FREE legal consultation.

$$ SOKOLOVE LAW

S

This is a paid advertisement for legal services. Sokolove Law, LLC (LLP in certain states), 1330 Boylston St,
Chestnut Hill/MA. Ricky LeBlanc admitted in MA only. Members: Paul Dix, Alton, IL, admitted AR, Rich
Grabow, 970 Farmington Ave West Hartford/CT (860) 904-7789, Paul J. Morgan, Winter Park/ FL, Nick
Nighswander, Florence/KY, Michael Breaux, Gonzales, admitted LA, Gregg Hobbie, NJ, Matt Christian, 1007
East Washington Street, Greenville SC. Co-funder/AL: Environmental Litigation Group PC, Birmingham.
The choice of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. No
representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal
services performed by other lawyers. While this firm maintains joint responsibility, most cases of this type
are referred to other attorneys for principal responsibility. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.
g State Bar does not certify any lawyer as a specialist or expert. Anyone considering a lawyer
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